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Mr, SAM-PSON: It may he argued that it
is cheaper to send it through the post, and
give the railways the percentage they would
receive under their contract for the carriage
of parcels, than to give it direct to the rail-
ways. I should like to see a railway depot
established near the ticket-receiving office,
and another in some more central position.
If we are able to increase the revenue of the
railways, the Treasurer would not regard
this matter as one of minor importance. I
am sure the Government would welcome any

stpthat would ensure the greater utilisation
of a system that has been established for the
common good.

I rog-ress reported.

House uidjouruted at 9.40 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took thle Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

EILTrPOLICB ACT AMENrMENT.

RecommittaL.

On motion by Hon. H1. Seddon, Bill re-
commnitted for the purpose of further con-
sidering Clause 2.

in2 Committee.

Hon. Sir J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the
Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2 -Amendment of Section 66 of
principal Act:

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yesterday there were
inserted in paragraph 20 the words "charged
or." The effect is that a person who is
mnerel y charged will be liable to the penalty
provided. That I do not think is the inten-
tion of the Chamber. Therefore I move an
amendment-

That the words ''charged or" be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I move an amend-
linent-

That the fallowing be added to the clause:.
''Paragraphs 2A, 2B, and 20 of this sectioni

shall remnain iii force until the 31st day of
October, 19394, and no longer."

I shall not repeat the arguments I used last
night. The Bill represents emergency legis-
lation; and if it is fair and equitable that
such legislation should come lip for review
annually, that consideration justly applies to
tlhis clause.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope the
amendment will not he carried. All hon.
members Must recognise that the depression
will nob be over by the 31st October next
year, hut that then it will still he necessary
to continue relief work. Such being the case
-nfless a miracle should happen-the meas-
tire must then lie in operation. It may be
contended that there is no harma in intro-
ducing the words, but the discussion of the
amendment here and in another place will
not be a. good advertisement for Western
Australia. Any Government in power will1
be only too glad to recognise the advisable-
ness of repealing such legislation as this so
Soon as it can be done with safety.

Honi. A. Thom11sonI: Then there is no harm
in the amendment.

Amiendment put, and a division taken with
the following result;

Ayes . .. . .. 9

Noes .. . .10

Majority against

Hnn. C. F. Baxter
Hen. L. B. Bolton
Hon. G. Fraser
Hon. E. Hf. H. Hall
Hon. E. H4. Harris

1

Aria.
Hon. 11. G. Moore
Hon.' H. Seddon
Ron. A. Tboin
Hon. C, B. Willams
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Nous.
Houn. .1. N1, Drew lion. Sir C. Nathau
Hon. S. TP. Franklin Hon. 3- Nicholson
Hen, 3. 1. Holmes Tion, Sir E. WittenOOM
Hon. W. H. Kitson H4on. H. J. Telland
Hon. G. W, Miles I lon,. T1. Moore(Tle.

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Bill again reported with an amendment.

BILLrYUNA-DARTMOOR RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

Debate resumied from 6th September.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (liton.
W. H. Kitson-West) [4.47]: Mluch of what
I said on another railway Bill will apply to
this one also. The Bill has evoked a lot of
criticism, some of which perhaps was unwar-
ran ted. We must all admit that the out-
look for the wheat-rowers is v-cry black;
probably it was never worse in the history
of WTesterin Australia. I suggest that if this
state of affairs is to continue for any length
of time, only those wheat-growers favouirably
situated will be able successfully to carr'y
on. It is as well that we should examine
what is necessary in that event for the
wheat-growers to carry on successfully until
better tines come agmain. First of all it will
be necessary for the fanner to be cropping
his good land. Much of the country that has
been put under wheat in recent years can-
not in any circumstances pay at the present
time, but -where the wheat farmer is crop-
ping good forest land, and farming properly,
lie c!an be increasing his yield at least, and
so helping to negative the existing condi-
tions. Secondly, it is necessary for that man
to be within easy distance of a railway sid-
ing, and it is also advisable tbat he shall be
within reasonable distance of a port.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You did not say that
on the Southern Cross Southwards Railway
Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
remarked that much of what I said on that
Bill applies to this, but there are additional
factors in favour of this Bitl. Having
already mentioned two or three things, I say
there is one other which is very important,
namely, the question of rainfall and water
supply. In all the factors alluded to, thfs
district seems to be very well favoured. First
of all, it is within 100 miles of Qeraldton,
a well-equipped port. Secondly, we arc

advised that there is there a huge area of
first-class country to be developed; and,
thirdly, experience shows that the rain,
which falls at the right period of the year,
is more than sufficient to ensure reasonably
good crops every season. I think I am right
in saying the records from that district show
a considerably higher average yield of wheat
per acre than in most ether wheat-growing
districts in the State, That being so, su. ely
we are entitled to say to those people
already settled in the district that they shall
niot be further handicapped than they are
at present lby the abnormal conditions
prevailing, by compelling them to cart their
wheat 30 or 40 miles. Transport costs are
going to be a most important item within
the next few years, and by the construction
of this line we shall make it possible, not
Only for those people who arc now just
beginning to develop their area, but also for
a large number of people who have been in
the adjoining districts for years, to get their
wheat to the port at a much reduced cost.
And there is another point: This railway is
not going to serve the Yuna district alone,
but will also serve other districts which are
nucre fully developed. There is Balla, a dis-
trict of wvhich we have heard a lot in this
House in years gone by, a district very pro-
gressive in farming operations and which
has shown by experience that the settlers
there are able to produce far above the aver-
ag e yield of the State. Then there is the
district of Wandalong, one of the stbow
places in that part of the State. Settlers in
that district have had a wonderful experi-
ence in -wheat production, not only in point
of quantity, but in point of quality also.
Then we are told there are very few ditricts
in the State where water is so easily obtain-
able as it is in the district to be served by
the railway. During the last six years the
average rainfall has been -11.12 inches, most
of which falls in the period when it is
needed. Then there is the experimental block,
to which the Chief Secretary referred. That
has been established only some two years,
hut the annual rainfall over the elapsed
period has averaged 10.61 inches, and with
that rainfall there have been produced very
fine crops of wheat, proving conclusively
that in any ordinary season that district will
be equal to any other in the production
of wheat. If all these statements I
am making hie true-and I have every reason
to believe they are-the district to be served
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1)y the railway inust be a miost desirable one
from a whea t-growe r's point of view. It
seems strange that so fine a district should
have been neglected for so long; but because
it has. been for szo long neglected is no reason
why we should not endeavour to give the
settlers up there the facilities for which they
are asking. What does it mean? The set-
tiers, if they get the required line, will find
their transport costs vecry considerably re-
duced. That is something we should aimi at.
In addition, there w-ill be a saving of time in
the earding of their produce to the railhead.
The surrounding district, whichi has been
settled for somie years, and which hias been
agitatingr for a railway, will also benefit as
the resuzlt of the bui)ling of the proposed
line, aiid a much larger numiber of settlers
than those mentioned by thre Chief Secretary'
will reatp a very valuable benefit fromn the
line. I may use the s:ame argunient in regard
to this line as I used when speaking to the
other railway Bill, namnely, that in addition
to being of assistance to the wheat-growers
in the district, it w-ill also he in accordance
with the policy of the Government in the
provision of wvork. If there be one class of
work which allows of the absorption of a.

lare umber of men, it is railway eonstnrc-
tiori. When we consider that there will be
no necessity for expenditure on rails in order
to build this line, because it is proposed to
utilise rails frorn another line to he pulled
uip; w~hen wre consider that 'there are mnany
thousands of men for whom we are en-
deavokiring to rind employment, and that
everybody says that any employment we find
for those men should be reproductive; then
I say here is a. way in which we can absorb)
thjose irien in reproductive work which will
also prove of advantage to men who hare
been struggling for the last few years grow-
ing wheat and having to cart it long distances
to the railhead. All these points are i'm
favour of the building of this line. And.
when wve consider the first factor I men-
tioned, nanmclyv, that. the district to he served
is, within 100 iles of the port of Geraldton,
it seeims to nic we would have to travel a long
wav before we found another district so

ravourably situated as this one from the
wheat-growers' point of view.

ion. J, -Nicholson: Have not the lines
rlreadv authorisied a higc claim for construc-
tion?

The HONORA.RY MINISTER: 'Undoubt-
edly they have a claim, but I do not think

sjuch at claimi is greater than the claimi for
tire railway prolposed in the Bill, which is a
geniuine one and which we ought to recognise
if we are noirig to carry on wvith our wheat-
gr'owing industry. And since this State has
to rely to a great extent on the prosperity
ut our- wheat-rowing industry, we must en-
deavour to see that i7t is made possible for
those growting whleat to tie so at a profit if
possible, and if not, that we shall give them
every facility for their purpiose.

Hon. J. .1. H1olmes: For 10 years or more
we hav-e been told that in regard to the
authrorisedl railway..

The HONORAR Y MINISTER: I do not
know that, lint t do know that thle position
of the wheat-grower was never worse than it
is to-day. It is going to be a bad cmc for
everybody%. in this State unless there be a
mnaterial iimprovement in the wheat position
inL thre near future. In the distict under
c-onsideration we have everything which will
lead to the suessful growing of wheat, anid
will allow inen. who are farming on up-to-
dlate mnethods to reap wheat in such quanti-
ties that even if they are not able to
m1ake a profit, at all events they will
be able to canr' on. whir-h is more than
a large ?lumber of our, wheat-growers
will hv able to do unless there be somne
marked 011 prox-eineirt in thle rncar future.
I can understand the feeling of some mcii-
hers with regard to railways that have
already been authorised and not built, but
if we make a fair comparison between the
districts it wvas intended to serve by those
railways, anid the district that will be served
by the railwa 'y under discussion, it will be
agreed I think that the construction of thre
jproposed Ynna-lDartmoor line is more justi-
fled than any of the others authorised but
not yet built. The grades along the route of
the proposed railway are all easy, we have
rails which will be suitable, and which may
not be suitable for other railway proposals,
the fact thalt We MuJLst find employment for
a large nuruber of nien, in addition to the
fact that the Government have comnmitted
themselves to a scheme of employment-all
these facts justify its in asking- Parliament
to pass the Bill.

Hon. d. J. Holmes: Would not tire same
arguments ap)ply to the Brook ton-A rmaclalIe
railway?7

The HONORARY MINISTER: Possibly,
hut there might be diffilties atssociated wvith
the contstruction of that line which aire not
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here. Taking all the facts into considera-
tion, I cannot see that there is any room for
reasonable objection to the building of this
line. Bearing in mind all the facts that
have been submitted by the Chief Secretary
and those that I have presented this after-
noon I can confidently say that there is no
other proposition at the present time before
the House, or likely to be submitted to mem-
bers, which merits approval to a greater ex-
tent than does this one. Therefore I have
much pleasure in supporting the second read-
ing of the Bill.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, de-
bate adjourned.

BILLr-FEEDINO STUFFS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J, -M.
Drew-Central) [5.4] in moving the second
reading said: The main rea-son for this Bill
is to define the word "sell" as far as it re-
lates to the Feeding Stuffs Act, 1928. Sec-
tion 4 of the Act provides that any person
who sells any bran or pollard which is not
in accordance with the standard prescribed
therefore, in the Second Schedule to the Act,
shall be guilty of an offence against the Act.
Experience has proved that before any one
could be prosecuted, even though Samples
taken by departmental officers did not comn-
ply wvith the prescribed standard, it was
niecessary to prove that the bran or pollard
from which the sample had been taken, was
actually sold, and this presented] great diffi-
culties. it is only reasonable to conclude
that when a mill has manufactured, and has
stored on its premises, large quantities of
bran and pollard, that those commodities
are available for sale, and it should not he
necessary for the department to prove that
they have actually been sold, before taking
action. This amendment makes provision
that will enable the firms, or individuals to
be prosecuted, if, on analysis, the samples
of the hulk are found to be below the stand-
ard prescribed. Similar provisions are in-
eluded in other Acts such as the "Fertilisers
Act" and the "Agricultural Products Act"
and it is considered advisable in the interests
of settlers, that suth a provision should be
included in this Act. A further amendment
is intended to give the Minister power to

publish, in the "Government Gazette" or the
"Journal of the Department of Agriculture,"
a list of dealers who have registered foods
for stock, and also a list of aill foods for
stock that have been registered, together
with a synopsis of the information supplied
in regard to the particulars and percentages
o ' the contents of such foods. It is con-
sidered that the publication of this informa-
tion will be of great benefit to settlers as it
will enable them to make comparisons of
the value of the various foods on the market.
These amendments will also enable the de-
partment to see that stock foods offered for
sale contain a reasonable -standard of food
value, and will prevent unscrupulous dealers
disposing of under-standard goods. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

BILL-PLANT DISEASES ACT
AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M4.
Drew-Central) [5.81 in moving the second
reading said: This is a. smnall amendment of
the Plant Diseases Act, 1914, to enable the
Minister for Agriculture to exercise greater
supervision and to give him additional power
in dealing with neglected or abandoned
orchards. Section 18 Subsections (1) and
(2) of the present Act provide that when
an inspector reports to the M1inister that an
orchard has been abandoned, the Minister
may publish in the "Government Gazette,"
and the Press, a notice of the receipt of such
report, and unless within three months from
the date of publication, the orchardist has
not provided good reasons wily the plants
should not be destroyed, action is taken to
have been destroyed. These clauses are nulli-
fied by Section 3, which provides that-

"'For the purposes of this section an orchard
shall be deemed to bye abandonied which is
habitually or has been for a long period left
uncultivated or neglected.''

Under this section if an orehardist digs
around a few trees in the orchard, it cannot
be claimed to he abandoned and therefore
the clause defeats the purpose of the Act-
The proposed amendment will allow the
Superintendent of Horticulture to apply the
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lprovisions of the Act to any part of an
orchard and will give himi a]I the power re-
quired should he consider any part of an
orchard to be abandoned. Provision is made
to protect the owner or occupier against in-
justic, by grTanting himi the right of appeal
to the M1inister against the decision of the
Superintenident of Hlort iculture. The fruit-
growers in conference have requested such
an amendment on several occasions, and it
is only righit that persons having orchards
6hould he forced to give them adequate atten-
Lion in order to preveiit the spread of plant
diseases and pests. I move-

That thre Bill lie now read a second time.

On motion by Hlon. H. J. Yelland, debato.
adjourned.

BILLr-METROPOLITAN WHOLE MILK

ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. HI. J. YELLAND (East) (5.12]:
It will be remembered that the Metropolitan
Whole Milk Act which was passed last year
provoked a good deal of discussion because
of the severity of many of its provisions.
After about 12 months' operation, it has
been proved that we were wvise in placing
the measure on the statute-book. Naturally
difficulties have arisen. They were to be ex-
pected, because so much new ground had to
be broken. Now it is found that certain
amendments are necessary to facilitate the
work of the board. When the Act first came
into operation last yecar, it had practically
three objects, the first to assist the milk pro-
ducers to secure a reasonable price for their
product, the second to see that the milk was
pure and supplied under hygienic condi-
tions. and the third to reduce the cost of
distribution. Along the first two lines the Act
has proved satisfactory, but I consider there
is still room for improvement with respect
to the cost of distribution. I trust the board
will look very closely into that matter. There
is still an important question to be dealt
with, and that is in respect of surplus milk.
The board were to have control of whole milk-
A certain quantity of surplus milk is
brought into the metropolitan area for dis-
posalr for the manufacture of butter. ThL'
p-*ie- of that milk runs out at. rnlirhlv, A'1 d

a gallon, whereas -whole milk used for
domestic consump~tion works out at Is, Id.
per gallon, the present fixed price. To
obviate the possibility of the surplus milk
being disposed of as whole milk at the
higher price, it is necessary that the board
shall have control in order to see that the
consumers and the producers alike are pro-
tected against the vendors. One clause deals
with that matter and I trusit it will receive
favourable consideration at the hands of
members. It would be unfair to both the
consumers and the producers if the Act could
be overridden so that the vendor, or any
onec of the intermediaries, could dispose of
that surplus milk by buying it at 41/2d. and
distributing it as though they had paid is.
Id. per gallon for it. The board should
have the information specified in the Bill so
as to know definitely what quantities have
been delivered arid how she milk has been
disposed of. By that means, adequate pro-
tection will be accorded the producer and
the cons umer. The Bill is one for coasid era-
tion in Committee and I shall support the
second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Nicholson in the Chair; the Hon-
orary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-A-mendment of Section 3.

The HONORARY M1INISTER: The
amendment embodied in the clause relates
to the definition. Under the Act, the defi-
nition clause does not cover pasteurised,
scalded or concentrated milk because the
definition relates only to the natural
product of the cow. It is necessary to ex-
tend the scope of the definition to cover
other forms of milk.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3-agreed to.

Clause 4-Amendment of Section 9:

The HONORARY MINISTEII: Without
the addition of the words provided in the
clause, it would be possible for members
elected to the board in March next to de-
rmand that they should take their seats,
although the present members will carry on
until July. The clause will clarify the posi-
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tion and wvili set out when tire new memabers
will take over their duties. The clause will
deal with emergency vacancies relating to
appointed, as well as elected, mnembers.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 5 to 7-agreed to.

Clause 8:

The HON1ORARY MINISTER. 1. move
anx amendment-

That the propose(] flew Section 232L be
sitruck out andi the followinkg inserted in lieu:-
Persons prodvcin or bringintg into the metro-

politanr area for, sale miltk, other then 0417lh
to be used as wh/ole iniW,; to give -ntice
thereof to the Board ace? to furnish returns.
23A. (1.) Eve2ry person who, in any yecar,

intends to produce for sale in the metropolitan
area, or to bring into the metropolitan area for
sale, any milk other than milk for use as whole
milk shalt give notice thereof in writing to the
Board on the prescribed form) and during such
year or thereafter, shall submit to the Board,
at such times and places, as miay, be specified,
such returns, giving information as to tire
quantities of miilk handled and to the nmanner
of its disposal as the, Bonrrd may require.

(2.) Any person who fails iii any respecct to
comply with tire provisions of subsletin (1)
hereof shall1 be guilty (Of alr offencee aga inst tis
Act.

Penialty: Fifty pounds (E50).

flIe provision contained in thre Bill is not
q~uite correct aiid tire amnendmnent will set out
the position mnore clearly. It deals with a
point that was referred to by Mr. Yellrrud.
ft will eable the hoard to demand particir-
lars and returns so as to control tine distri-
bution of milk with a. knowledgec of prices
paid, where the milk came from, and so on.
It is a necessary power that the board should
possess.

Aniendinent put and piassed ; thne clause,
-as amended, agreed to.

Clauses .9 to 11-agreed to.

Title-agreed. to.

Bill reported with a in annensdrncrt.

BILL-FRUiT CASES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed fromn the previous day.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East) (5.29]:
I understanrd the Bill is irtenided to place
the Railway Department onl exactly the an
footing as motor transport. As tile Bill has

been dealt witir in another place, I do not
propose to raise much objection to it, hut
it seems to rue that it might place some fruit-
growers in an unfair position. Growers pro-
ducing fruit in certain areas will be com-
pelled to sell their fruit in newv eases, but
growers in the hills and metropolitan area
will he able to use second-hand eases.

Hon, 0. W. Miles: Not if this Bill he
passed.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I read it otherwise.
Hon. E. H. Harris: -Were not second-hand

fruit eases prohibited some years ago?.
Hon, A. THOMHSON: Yes. One provi-

sion of the Bill reads-
When bananas or pineappless have been ira-

ported into the State in a prescribed ease, suchr
case may-, after undergoing the prescribed in-
spection arid treatmrent, lie used again for con1-
taining either bainanias or pineapples or vege-
tables (not being fruit).

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: The case
haLs to be treated.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes, nid 1 am won-
derirrg whether the process of treatment will
lie sufficient safegnard for the clean areas.
The mueasure goes hardly far enough. I
hiave received by to-day's miail a letter from

Mt. Bar Edrecting attention to theunai
treatmlent to whicit growers there will lie
snbjected, aind I desire to discuss the matter

with the Minister. By so doing, I hope we
shall he able to safegulard the interests of
growers in country districts. It mnay he that
inr correspoiden-

Hon. G-. W. Miles: Is harking up tire
wvrong tree?

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes, hut I do not
think he is. I shall not object to the second
reading- of the Bill, but I hope the Commnittee
stage will bse deferred.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. iiKisoir-W esi-in reply) [5..'2] : Thet

objet af the lull is to preventhe5retlo
:rCeinto elean districts: hr stipervising(I

1it ecases tised. It is rrecessary to impose
resi rictiorra air fruit carried hb ' moltor traris-
port. such, as the r-ailwars ari- precluded
iiiider thre a ai ginzr l Act J'r0e1 ii rrvin0 Z While

it is tn-nrc this ireasure will Ira1ve thle effect of
ploning i-oral trrnrsport air the sairre footing
as tire railivays, that i~s onrly a secondary eon-
siderration. I ann advised that the proposals
notarrlid iii tire Bill were suhbmitted to thne
Vli turoIwe i-S' Conrrreil, arid we-rc agreed to;
cornisejuerrtlv rI o not think tire Bill contains



1353[18 OIYDOBER, 1933.1

anything to which exception canl be taken. I
have "o intention of taking the Bill through
Committee this afternoon.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILLr-MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reaing-Def rated.

Debate resumed from the 12th September.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. H. Kitson-W'est-in replyN) [5.35] : Not-
withstanding the mnany arguments directed
against the Bill, only one principle is in-
volved and that is the principle of one-
ratepayer, one-vote. The debate, however,
has given mezuibers an opportunity to deeln-c
where the y stand on a measure of reform
which, to my way of thinking, is long over-
due, and which 1 believe I ami correct in
stating has been adopted in most English-
speaking eountries. Some miembers have
given1 expression to the most conservative
and reactionary views that it would be
possible to hear in any representative assem-
bly. Apparently any old argiment is good
enough to defeat a measure of this kind
which, after all, is only attacking the privi-
leges of a select few. Some members have
certainly shown that they are possessed of
most vivid imaginations, and I found it very
htard to reconcile their arguments either with
the Bill or with their professed demiocratic
outlook. Mr. Miles described the Bill As
the thin end of the wedge.

Ron. G. W. Mie:Quite trite.

The H[ONORARY MINISTE R: But the
hon. mnember might have gone further and
let usi knowv to what the wedge w-as being
applied.

Hon. G. WY. M)iles: You know as well as
we do.

The HONORARY MININISTER: Perhaps
I do. Mfr. Mann wvent a little further than
did 'Mr. Mtiles, and said hie would not be sur-
prised if this Bilt were a long shot at the
franchise of this House.

Hon. G. IV. Miles: That also is true, is
it not?

T 'he HONORARY MiNISTER : How MXr.
Mlann could arrive at such an astonishing
conclusion I cannot fathoni. M1r. Harris,
following, M1r. MYann's suggestion, wvent muc-h
further, and stated definitely that the Bill

was a long shot at the Council franchise, and
then lie took considerable pains to show how
he had arrived ait that conclusion. I assert
that there are no grounds whatever for the
statements made.

Hon. F". H. Harris; I drew a comparison
hetAween the Bill and the Labour Party's con-
stitution.

The HONORARYX MINISTER: The qluo-
tations given by the hon. member simply
disproved the contention lie put forw~ard.
The lion. memiber mnight have -One much
further in quoting from the constitution of
the Labour Party, And hie njight have made
his argument much stronger hut I ask wihat
comparison ca:.n there be between representa-
tion based on property' or money value.; and
representation of humian beings? There can
be no comparison whatever.

Hon. E. H. Harris: That argumlent is too
thin.

Tue HOINORARY M1INISTER: The bon.
mniaiber knows that no comparison can be
drawn between the two. If it satisfies him
to draw such a comparison, well and good;
it does not satisfy me and I hope it will not
satisfy other mnembers.

Hron. E. H. Hanris: What about the news-
paper shares? There are 11o humn beings
there.

The HONORARY MINXISTER-. The hon.
member knows that the constitution he
qluoted apiplies to alu organiisation comiprised
of a ntumber of units who find it impossible
to attend a particular meeting at a given
time. Consequently, for convenience sake, a
hasis of representaion satisfactory to all
'-oncerned has been arrived at.

Hon. E. H. Harris:, You elect representa-
tives similair to a municipal authority.

The HONORA- RY MINKISTER: In the
ordinary bns iness transacted hr' the Labour
organisations, no complaint is made as a
rule that any one organisation is not getting
the representation to which it is entitled, or
that some other organisation is getting more
representation than it is entitled to have. If
the hon. member had only quoted a little
further from the constitution, he would have
been able to tell the House that when it
conies to deciding an important matter, tle
decision is given, not according to the dele-
gates present at tile meeting, but, by means
of a card vote, whereby each organisa-
tion gets the full :value of its total
effective membership. That is the only
way by which such an organisation can pos-
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sibly carry on its business. As I have stated,
however, there is no comparison whatever
between that and the Bill or the Act we are
now seeking to amend. Mr. Harris used
another argument in which lie referred to
a nigger in the woodpile, with his gin and
all his picaninnies. I fail to see the remot-
est connection between that argument and
the actual facts.

Hon. E. H. Harris: You did not have on
your spectacles or you would have seen
them.

The HONORARY MINISTER: By no
.stretch of the imagination can the amend-
nient be described as one that will give any
person the qualification to vote at a munici-
jpai election unless he possesses that qualifi-
cation at the present time.
-Hon. E. H. Harris: It applies to two en-

rolments.
The HONO01ARY MINISTER: And so

does the present Act. The hon. mnember must
have known that that was so. If tha~t state-
inent is correct, the whole of Mr. Harris's
argumnent in that connection falls to the
grotund. Under the Bill, it will still be nece-
sary for voters to have the qualification of
ratepayers provided in the original Act.
That qualification has not been altered. All
that hass been done is to provide for each
ratepayer exercising only one vote instead of
sonic ratepayers having two, three or four
votes.

Hon. E. H. Harris: But two enrolments.
The HONORARY MINISTER: There is

no question of two enrolnments at all. No
mnatter what I say, I suppose the hon. mem-
ber will still continue to urge his view. The
Bill will make no alteration in the case of
persons who are eligible to vote except that,
whereas under the present Act they would
1)0 entitled to more than one vote, under this
Bill they would be entitled only to one vote.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: That makes
a lot of difference.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It makes
a difference to those particular people.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: A differ-
ence of three votes.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is not
right there should be this differenceI

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoorn: Certainly
not.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Of course not.
The HONORARY MINISTER: It would

not matter what argument was used, Sir
Edward Wittenoom would still hold to his
own opinion. I have heard him so often on

this question that I feel it is fuitile to endea-
vour to p~erstiade him to adopt a different
point of view.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You are not confusing
this with University matters, are you?

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: It is no use
your wasting any further time on me.

The HONORARY MINISTER: No. I
did tnt expect the Bill would receive the
unanimous approval of the House, but I did
think that a number of members would be
sufflciently democratic in their outlook to
agree that what matters is not the money
value of the property a person occupies, but
the fact thnt the person concerned is a citi-
zen. In these days wve hear so much about
the necessity for sections of the community
coming together to deal with the problems
confronting us that I am surprised so many
members are prepared to argue that there is
no necessity to alter legislation of this kind.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenooun: This is only
ammnunition for the next elections.

The HONORARY MINISTER : They aire
a long wray off.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: No.
The HONORARY -MINISTER: If the

Bill were intended for that purpose, I should
not he dealing wvith it at this momnt.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Someone (lid refer to
long shots.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This is
simply, an effort to bring the muanicipal fran-
chise more into line with that of our national
Parliament. In the Old Country, where
municipalities function almost in the samne
way us this Parliament does, and where the
matters dealt with are as important as the
matters with wvhich we deal, 131ural voting
was abolished many years ago.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenooin: They have
gone back now.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
not heard ally desire on the part of anvone
to reinstate the old system. In this State
there are only 21 municipalities. The Bill
would affect the metropolitan area more thain
it would the country. There are eases where
men have the right to use as many as 20
votes at municipal elections.

Hon. E. H. Harris: For one candidate?
The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes. We

have knowledge of one man, who, at muni-
cipal elections has the right to exercise up)
to 20 votes.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: He has done
something to deserve it.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: No: it is
only that the Act gives him that right.

Hon. E. H. Harris; DO you mean that all
those votes would he for one candidate.

The HONORARY IfNISTER: Yes. In
another case, one man could elect nearly the
whole of the local authority.

Hon. G. W. 'Miles: Do you wunt to get us,
in the same position as Brisbane?

Hon. E. H. Harris: A manl can have only
four votes for one candidate, 110 matter what
property he may own.

The HONORARY MINISTE]R: The Act
provides that one man my represent other
men and other companies. In that way one
man controls 20 votes.

Hon. E. H. Harris: What do you mean by
that?

The HONORARY MINISTER: He canl
record them.

Hon. E. H. Harris: But the Act says four
votes.

The HONORARY MINISTER,: Fonr
votes for one individual. The Bill provides
for one vote onl 'y.

Hon. E. H. Harris: You say lie has more
than four votes, but four is thle maximum.

The HONORARY MINI~STER: He (-l
record wore than four votes.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is an extreme
case.

lion. J. J. Holmes: Do not all these peo-
ple pay rates?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, buat

no manl should have the right to re~ord votes
in such a wholesale manner.

Hon. G. AV. 'Miles: It is quite right.

The HONORARY -MINISTER: Quite
right that one manl should have power to
elect pretty well all the local authority?

Hon. G. W. Miles: Quite righlt.

The HONORARY MKINISTER: I cannot
agree with that view. I am justified in
claiming that the time has long since passed
when this reform should be put into opera-
tion.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenooiu: Do you saIy
a man should riot have a proxy at a board
mneeting? This is the same thing.

The HONORARY M1INISTER: I know
I cannot alter the holl. member's opinion.
We should be more broad-minded than some
of us arc, and pay a little more attention to

the type of person referred to by Mr. T.
Mloore. That hon. member said the only mani1
who counted was the real citizen, who
brought upl his fa mily in a p~articular dis-
trict and should be entitled to his vote. No
one should have greater representation than,
hie has. Money or property values should not
count against the value of citizenship. It is
the only thing that should count. Some
members w'ill niever he converted to that way
of thinking.

ll. U. W. Miles: You are quite right.

The HONORARY MI2NISTER.: Thle
arguments used ag-ai,,st the Hill will riot
stand examination. I refer particularly to
those advanced by Mr. Harris. This is one
of the few countries where plural voting is
still tolerated. It has, as T have shown, been,
abolished in thle Old Country.

Hon. J. Nicholson : The conditions there
are entirely. different.

The HONORARY MNISTER: They are
thle samte as they are here.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Anyone who pays all
niy rates call have my votes.

Holl. J1. Nichlolson : Plural voting" has not
been abolished inl all the States in Australia.

The HONORARY -MINISTER: I hope
thle time Will Conle whmen the other States will
fall into line with tile more advanced thought
of tile Old Country.

Hon. J. Nicholson: They must have good
reason for keeping to it in the other States.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Because
a mail1 possesses property worth a little more
than that possessed by another, there is 110

justification for giving Itin additional votes.
I canl see no sense in it. I had hoped that
more members would supp~ort the Bill. I
now leave it to the tender mercies of memn-
hers opposite, who have distinctly stated they
aire not prepazred to pass it.

Question pnut, arid a division taken, with
the following result:-

Ayes ... 6
Noes .-. 13

Majority against ..

Do.. J. M. Drew
Hon. 0. Fraser
Holl. E. H. 0dray

74

Hon. W. Fr. Kitson
Ho.. C. R. willialm

Hon.TMoore(Teller.)
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Nors.
Hion. J, T. Franklin Hon. T. Nicholson
Hon. E. H. H. Hall Hon. H . Seddon
ion. E, H. Harris Hon. A. Thomson
I-on. J. J1. Holmes Hon. S3ir R. Wittenooni
H on' G. W. Mileo Hon, H. J. Yelland
Hon. , . G. Moore Hon. L. B3. Blolton
lion. Sir C. Nathan (Teller.)

Question thus negatived; Bill defeatt~.-J

RETURN-MINISTERIAL TRAVELLING
ALLOWANCES.

Debate resumed from the 13th September
on the following motion by Ron. E. H. H.
Hall-

That a return he laid on the Table of the
Itouse showing-

(i) The total amount of travelling allow-
nneur. draw~n 1w the Ministers of the
Crown during the 12 mothls ended
the 30th Juno, 1928, 1922, 1931, and
1932, respectively.

(1i) How many visits to the Loon Council
were modek by the Premnier during the
above-mn tionecd periods;

To which~ an amendmeont had teen moved
by lHon. A. Thomnson, that alt the words
af'er "'the"' in line 3 of paragraph (i) be
struck ot, and the following iasdirtecl in lieut:
-- last three years the Collier Government,
and the three years the Mitchell Government,
were in offiee."

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central-on
amendment) [5.58]: 1 remind the House
that the answers given to my questions-

Hon. E. H1. Harris: The lack of answers.

lion. E. H. H. HALL: -were so un-
satisfactory that I found it necessary to en-
deavour to obtain the information by way of
this motion. I was carefuli to state that I
had no desire to cause offence, that the in-
formuation was required by a public body in
my p)rovince, and that it was information
L considered the taxpayers in general had
a right to get. The motion deals with the
travelling allowancres drawn by Ministers of
this and of previous Governments. Conse-
quently, it was not directed against any par-
ticular Minister or Ministry. I might have
mentioned sever-al instances.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I omnitted to
state that an amendment had been moved to
this motion. I must therefore ask the bon.
memnber anr other hon. members to speak to
the amendment. Until it is disposed of, tlle
diseuss'on cannot be resumed on the motion.
The question is that the amendment be agreed

Hon. E. H, Hf. HALL: In view of what
you have said, Mr. President, I move-

That the debate he adjourned.

Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE OHiEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M,
D)rew-Central) [6.1] : I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday next.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.2 p.m.

1Lcgh-A[ative B snbp
Wednesdag, .18th Octobher, 1933.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)-ZOOLOGICAL
GARDENS.

Water Supply from Bore.

Mr. CROSS asked the Premier: 1, Is it a
fact that the water service to the South
Perth recreation ground from the bore in
the Zoological Gardens has been cut off?
2, If so, when will this service he restored?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, This
is diffieult to state. The bore is in disrepair.
There are several bursts throughout the sys-
tern, now over 80 years old and subject to


